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prices For such a spinning factory, weaving is merely a side
business, therefore, the money for the dividends for shareholders come
directly from the reserve funds of the concern Usually in Japan,
cotton importers export fabrics, so there is little loss of profit in the
shape of commissions The channel between the fabric producers
and exporters is not complicated So Japanese cotton fabrics may
be exported at low prices
Other Reasons
(3) Other reasons why Japanese cotton goods are cheap are the
two shift system at weaving factories and the supply of cotton at a
lower price than that asked in cotton producing countnes It can
not be denied that the two shift (night and day) system relieved
factories from the pressure of bankers and, also, contributed not a
little to the development of the Japanese textile industry But at
some factories the one shift system is employed with desirable re
suits, because the abolition of night work means the saving to the
factory of hospital expenses, the improvement of the health of the
opeiatives and the furtherance of their efficiency The five big Japa
nese factories are said to have made some sort of gentleman s agree
ment for a reduction of working hours, and the agreement is expectd
to bear fruit in the near future As for the factories that still adhere
to the two shift system, they are following the system because (a)
the replacement of the two shift system by the one shift system
means a drastic expansion of factory equipment, with business depres
sion and bad effects upon the profits of the fictones, and (b) if any
factory abolishes its night work without due expansion of equipment
to meet the gap, the output of the factory will diminish remarkably,
with a great loss of foreign markets From both the social and
economical points of view almost all Japanese textile factories are for
the one shift system, and at these factories elaborate preparations are
being made for the abolition of night work